
A Critical Defence of Human Rights: Suppressing the Far-Right Narrative  

 

Human rights have their origins in natural law and natural rights. For many classic liberals such 

as John Locke pre-political society was a place of perfect freedom and tranquillity, with the 

natural rights to life, liberty and estate. And, in A Letter Concerning Toleration, Locke famously 

declared liberty of conscience was every person’s natural right. The First Amendment of the 

US Constitution (on the face of it) guarantees absolute free speech. Human rights (and free 

speech in particular), because of their anarchic, classic liberal traditions, have naturally been 

the source of a number of later critics such as Karl Marx. 

 

Today, the extreme right narrative has proved popular, especially amongst the young. In 2020 

it was discovered that the leader of the extreme Far-Right, Feuerkrieg Division (FKD), was a 

13-year-old Estonian boy. The UK’s leader was aged 16 and admitted downloading a bomb-

making manual at the age of 13. Whilst there has been an effort by many social media 

companies to deplatform extremists, this has led many simply to move to unmoderated ‘Alt-

Right’ sites. Several Far-Right attacks in recent years have been linked to ‘chan culture’, such 

as 4chan and 8kun, not just in the case of attackers uploading manifestos and livestreams, 

but in the widespread community support where violence can be both trivialized and 

glorified. 

 

In the UK there is freedom of expression, guaranteed by Article 10(1) of the ECHR. Of course 

free speech is not unlimited. As per Article 10(2), there is a corresponding duty to exercise 

speech ‘responsibly’. Moreover, Article 17 of the ECHR prohibits the abuse of rights. Hate, 

discrimination, inequality etc are not protected. So, whilst freedoms have their foundations 



in the anarchy of classic liberalism, the Left should be slow to dismiss rights and acknowledge 

them in the struggle to suppress the Far-Right narrative. 


